NEWPORT JAZZ CLUB
PRESS RELEASE 27 OCTOBER 2015
On 22nd November Newport Jazz Club is staging a concert, which it is hoped will be the first of several concerts, that seek to recreate the “Jazz at the Philharmonic” concerts started by impresario and record producer Norman Grantz in 1944.

Born in Los Angeles Norman Grantz first came to note when he organised desegregated jam sessions at the Trouville Club in Los Angeles. These later expanded when he used $300 borrowed money to stage a memorable concert at the Philharmonic Auditorium in Los Angeles on Sunday 2nd July 1944, under the heading of "Jazz at the Philharmonic". The concert was originally to be called "A Jazz Concert at the Philharmonic Auditorium", but was shortened by the printer
Artistes appearing at that first concert included featured Illinois Jacquet, Nat "King" Cole, Les Paul, Meade Lux Lewis and Buddy Rich.

Following the success of the first concert Norman Grantz went on to produce several more concerts under the “Jazz at the Philharmonic” banner with tours over the following years in the USA, Canada and Europe.

Artistes invited to appear in later concerts were the cream of the jazz world and included Louie Bellson, Benny Carter, Harry "Sweets" Edison, Roy Eldridge, Herb Ellis, Ella Fitzgerald, Stan Getz, Dizzy Gillespie, Lionel Hampton, Coleman Hawkins, Billie Holiday, the Modern Jazz Quartet, Barney Kessel, Gene Krupa, Shelly Manne, Fats Navarro, Charlie Parker, Oscar Peterson,  Sonny Stitt, Clark Terry, Ben Webster and Lester Young.

Many of the Jazz at the Philharmonic concerts were recorded and in 2010 these recordings were selected by the USA Library of Congress as an addition to the National Recording Registry, which selects recordings annually that are "culturally, historically, or aesthetically significant".
For the first of these tributes Newport Jazz Club is very pleased to welcome the cream of today’s British jazz world with Bruce Adams (trumpet), James Copus (trumpet), Mark Nightingale (trombone) and our very own Gary Plumley (sax). Who will recreate which role? We will find out on the day but a good time is guaranteed. The back row is provided by the Phoenix Jazz Trio.
Ian Mitchell (Press Officer)
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